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Anthony W. Teine of the 
all the Latter-day Saint colonies in Mexico. 
| will be of minch interset to the readers of the Stas ] 
absence. I need not tell you how 
vou. 1 knew of your movements in a 
my corre dence with others of the 
a letter direct. I have often wished 
or u Tine from you, and should you not a little with my troubles 
n that T knew how ‘you were. SoI got the best I 
d I can bear testimony that He 
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2,108 souls. At present we have eight wards, with a total population of 3,512 
souls, In 1896 we paid $17,703.68, Mexican money, tithing. In 1901 we paid 
$49,306.78, an increase of nearly 300 per cent. Our average last year was 
$14.02 for every soul in the stake, and $77.88 for each tithe-payer. Without 
going into detail these figures will give you an idea of our condition. We 
have made some progress both as to population, and material prosperity, and 
yet we have had no such boom gy eee country have had. 
instead of trying to promote immigra 
take care of them, for our resources are 8 In fact, it is . 
short of a miracle to me how the people manage to pay such s tithing, when 
one considers their condition. 

New wards have since 1 coms havent Gentle and Chuichups 
on the mountain, and at Batapito in Sonora. The latter is called Colonia 
Morelos, and Brother Orson P. Brown has been appointed Bishop. We have 
the elements there to. make a prosperous. settlement, but it will take a great 
deal of work to clear off the mesquit and get the land in condition to be cul- 
tivated. Once done, however, and you have a farm for all time to come. The 
land is very productive and lasts for a lifetime without fertilizing. This tract 
is twenty miles below Colonia Oaxaca on the Bevispe river. 

The people of Oaxaca are gradually paying for their . 
get back all of the money we paid for it. We have been successful at last in 
securing the tract of land, about 70,000 acres, upon which Colonia Dublan is 

+ located. I met the owner, a getttleman who lives in in Cleveland, Ohio, converted 
him to the fact that we were entitled to the land; and he let me have it on 
terms which I dictated myself and which are favorable to us. This, with the 
land at the Colonia Morelos, gives us about all we need for the time being. If 
we devote our efforts to the development of what we have it will occupy us 
for some time to come. 

‘We are having a very dry season, not having had a rain since last October. 
- As a result the range is very dry, and cattle. are sui while water for 
_ irrigation is getting scarce. The mountain colonies are suffering most. They 
have not water to irrigate with, and for lack of rain are in bad straits. We 
have appointed next Sunday as à day of fasting and prayer for rain, and 
believe that the Lord will hear us and send rain to save our cattle and crops. 
We have a very good prospect for fruit, the second year since 1 have been here 
that the frost has not taken the crop. In Juarez we are fairly well supplied 
with water for irrigation, and J think the colonies in Sonora have sufficient, 
so that they will not suffer; but at Dublan, Diaz and the mountain colonies 
the supply is very limited, 

Our relations with our well the. 
most harmonious character, the President being very friendly and much in- 
terested in what we are doing. We ha ve a new Minister of Colonization, who. 
seemed to be a little prejudiced when he assumed his new duties; but after 
meeting him a few times and getting acquainted, he. * rn a 
policy and is now friendly, and for all this we feel. 1 


Our Stake Academy has developed eg lly during the 
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One of: the mest discouraging things that I observed when: we came to Mexico 
was the very poor educational facilities; and I can tell you the thought of 
g my children here under such. sirenmatancte was not pleasing. We 
now have about three hundred pupils in the Academy, with ten teachers, all 
in the same building. They give a three years’ course to those who have com- 
pleted the eighth grade. The district schools in the states go no farther than 
our eighth grade. Brother Guy C. Wilson, our principal, is a very fine man 
and an unusually competent: teacher. The school is maintained by a volun- 
tary income’ tax, paid by the people of Colonia Juarez, and is made free to all 
students in the stake. The other colonies, however, contribute nothing 
toward paying the expense. They all have their own schools to support, so 
we have not felt like asking them to help with the Academy. The Church 
renders us some assistance every year, and this is a great help; in fact, we 
could not meet the expense if this were not the case. : 

Brother Eyring’s death is a great loss to us. tha nett, hiadas last June 
with: Brother John Henry Smith, Brother Tenney and myself, and while there 
contracted the.dysentery, which is very common among foreigners... Notwith- 
standing the efforts he made to check it, he got no better. He was not con- 
fined to the house, and went on with his work. I advised him to quit work 
and go away, where he could rest and. recuperate; but he kept on with 
his business as long as he could walk to the office, and then had his books 
taken home. He worked there until a complete collapse occurred and he 
died, This was in March, eight months after he was taken sick. We shall 
miss him in the Spanish department more than in any other, We have not 
another man. in the colonies that can take his place in that respect. | 

Brother Ammon M. Tenney went to Mexico, as I ha ve said, with us in June 
last, While in Mexico on my previous visits I:met numbers of our old con- 
verts, who had been left for ten years or more without any attention whatever, 
and without exception found them anxious that we return to the field which 
had been 80 long neglected. I could not feel justified in the gourse we had 
taken with these people. It seems to me that if we convert people to the 
truth of the Gospel and admit them into the Church we ought to take care of 
them afterward, that is to say, give them all of the protection and care in our 
power to keep them in the path of rectitude and teach them the principles 
that we know will lead them: back into the presence of our Father. 171 

I rather shrank from the responsibility of reopening the work in Mexico, 
for I know what an undertaking it is to do anything with these people. The 
situation was laid before the.:Presidency, and they authorized us to begin 
operations in the City: of Mexico and the immediate vicinity. This we did. 
Brother John Henry Smith went down and installed Elder Tenney, who has 
been laboring now since last June. He has baptized about one hundred and 
fifty people, beides getting the old oonverts together, and reports the prospect 
favorable to the extension of the work. While I was at Salt Lake the names 
of three young men were selected to go and join him next month. They are 
James Jacobson of Colonia Dias, Samuel Lake of Dublan, and Alonzo Taylor 
of Juaren. We expect good results, for everything indicates that the people 
are ready for the Gospel as soon as we are ready to carry it to them. I greatly 
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ing both men and women weemed to have of the doctrines and principles of 
the plan of redemption. —- 

My son ‘Antoine the City of Mexicd He finished the 
course here in the Academy, and is now taking a course in Mexican law. One 
of Brother John C. Naegle’s sons is there taking a commercial course and 
Brother H. S. Harris is about finishing a legal course which he has been 
engaged on ever since I came down here. Antoine does not like it much. 
It is very annoying to be subject to the careless and indifferent way in which 
everything is done in this country, but he is willing to remain as long as may 
be necessary to do the work properly. He is a very bright boy, and I have 
great hope that he will acquire the language thoroughly and be of service to 
us when he has completed his study. This will take him at least four years. 

I am going to keep this letter a few days till I go to El Paso, where I can 
have finished some kodak pictures I have made, so that I can send you a 
picture of our home. There was not a tree or shrub on the block when 1 
bought it, so you will know that all you see in the picture has been made since 
I came here. I have a nice young orchard, a vineyard and about a hundred 
rose trees growing, besides some other flowers and a good ‘vegetable. garden. 
I believe I have planted every tree on the place myself, so if it is a fact that 
“he who makes a tree to grow where there was none before is a benefactor,” I 
have done a little toward benefiting somebody, even e ee see the 
full fruits of my labor myself. : 

cultivate Witel the de wiop 
ment of the plants and see them mature and produce fruit. Who would have 
houses already builded, orchards already grown, or children that were born 

matured men and women? certainly no one who has ever enjoyed watching the 
development of a child or a plant, or the growth of a home as one brick is laid 
upon another. I love cows and horses, dogs and cata, anything that lives and 
breathes and is useful to man. I delight i in propagating and developing the 
species, and I occupy my spare moments in such work. I never knew before 
how much pleasure there is in trying to produce something just a little better 
have’ over had before, and it ting trom the 
vegetable to the animal creation. 

If I go on in this strain you will accuse me of belag denise Well, I 
am, a little; I trust not too much. I tell you, Brother Lyman, if I had not 
something of this kind to think of T should get 
mighty lonesome. : 

pleased to hear from you and know that as usual you are hard at work. I do 
not expect that you will ever retire to be at your ease. I do not want to be 
without something to do either, but do feel sometimes as though I should like, 
after a while, to be situated so that I could do some temple work, travel a little 
and preach the Gospel more than I have ever yet done. I have always desired 
to visit New Jersey and look up my relatives and ancestors, but have never 
had the opportunity to do so. I have just received a genealogical record of 
our family on one side, the. nennen 
know more about the Ivins branch. 

‘Trust not start on anothor or tire you, will any good-bye 
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and God bless you, and keep you till your labors are completed and then bring 

AntHony W. Ivms. 


“APOSTASY. 


Br Apostiz Marraias F. Cowrxr. 

weben trom the chigtor of Tehiah that the effects of this 
ancient apostasy would be so universal as to cover all classes of society, affect- 
ing not only the religious and social circles, but: the business transactions of 
the human family. In the second verse he says: “And it shall be as with the 
people, so with the priest ; as with the servant, so with his master ; as with the 
maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the 
lender, so with the borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with the giver of 
usury to him.” By reading the fifth verse of the same chapter we learn that 
even the earth upon which we dwell is seriously effected. Isaiah says: “The 
earth aleo is defiled under the inhabitants thereof, because they have trans- 
gressed the laws, changed the ordinances, broken the everlasting covenant.” 

As a testimony to the fulfillment of this prophecy, thousands of people in 
the American Union are witnesses to the fact, that in many parts the land will 
not produce auch prolific crops as it would several years ago, but is gradually 
growing and losing its virtue. Many places once fruitful are now 
turned aside as too poor to cultivate, and are occupied by hedge grass, sassa- 
fras bushes and growths of small pine. Such is the rapid decline of the 
strength of the soil. I have been informed that in one state some of the 
people, desiring to learn why the soil was losing its virtue, took quantities of 


earth from different points and had it analyzed. The analysis revealed the 


fact that the soil had lost its salt and was therefore comparatively of but little 
worth, only to be trodden under the foot of man. This test of the soil in one 
section is a fair sample of the same condition of the land in many other places. 
These are the terrible effects, Isaiah informs us, of the inhabitants of the earth 
transgressing “ the laws,” changing “the ordinances,” and breaking the “ ever- 
lasting covenant.” 

Among other important features wherein the 3 covenant has been 
broken is that pertaining to the marriage contract, which, agreeable to the 
laws of heaven, is binding through time and eternity, not recognizing death, 
which is said to be the “wages of sin, as having power to sever that which is 
joined together by the power and authority of God. The world is now follow- 
ing the pattern of the Sadducees (who denied the resurrection), and therefore 
pronounce the ceremony of marriage “until death do you part.” 2 

Another prophecy which vividly portrays the religious state of affairs in the 
last days is that contained in (II. Timothy iii: 1-6) as follows: “This know 
also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers 
of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents; unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, truce-breakers, false 
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accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of that are 
high-minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God; having's form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof; from such turn away“? 

This is so plain that no one need to doubt its verification. It clearly sets 
forth the very evils that are now prevalent in all the civilized nations of the 
earth. While this statement of evils may apply to the world at large, it is 
evident that it was directed specially to a certain class of people not to 
. infidel nor atheist, nor yet to the heathen nations, which aré unacquainted 
with the name of the Savior and with what is termed Christianity, but to 
those religious bodies which, as Paul declares, ‘have a form of godliness, but 
deny the power thereof.” It plainly describes the situation of the Christian 
world at the present time, who, while they have various forms of worship, 
deny the gifts of vision, prophecy, healing, tongues and nearly all the mani- 
festations of the power of the Lord, as enjoyed by the ancient Saints. In fine, 
they deny the Gospel, for that, says Paul, is the power of God unto salva- 
tion.” The Apostle, it appears, would not attribute to them even true forms 
Paul, “turn away.” 5 

If all would receive this * 
forms, what would become of the churches that are now extant? With the 
foregoing positive predictions upon this subject, and the facts before us in 
verification of the same, we can testify that the words of Isaiah have been 
fulfilled, wherein he says: “Behold the darkness shall cover the earth and 
gross darkness the people ;” and that nothing short of more revelation direct 
from heaven conld place the the ever- 
Gospel. 

Having shown the that Gospel; ‘that 
by the truth, and that 
the last of the Saints who held the Priesthood: were overcome, leaving no suc- 
cessors to continue the works of the ministry; it is therefore made clear that 
the plan of salvation was taken away from the earth, that the results of the 
ancient apostasy were and have down without 
to the present century. 

in heart who saw this sad picture unfolded to the gaze of the world, and which 
would effect their posterity in future generations, was greatly relieved when 
they beheld, while rapt in heavenly vision, angels from the mansions of glory 
descending to the earth with the Gospel message in all its purity and holiness, 
to deliver to the sons of men, causing the “poor among inen to rejoice in the 
Holy One of Israel.” The Apostle John, while in banishment upon the Isle of 
Patmos, said: “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven; having the 
everlasting Gospel to preach to them that dwell on the earth, and to every — 
nation, and kindred, and ‘tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear 
God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is come; and 
worship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea; and the fountains of 
water.“ (Revelation, xiv: 6,7.) There are thousands ot honest - hearted people 


upon the earth who testify that the angel spoken of in the foregoing quotation 
visited Joseph Smith, the Prophet; and . 
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Scattered Israel is coming to a knowledge of the truth while the day spoken of 
by Jeremiah isdawning. “O Lord, my strength and my fortress, and my refuge 
in the day of affliction, the Gentiles shall come unto Thee from the ends of the 
earth, and shall say, Surely our fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and things 
wherein there is no profit.” ‘(Jeremiah xvi: 19). 

These predictions are being fulfilled and will be fulfilled to the very letter; 
and as the apostasy and its effects Were universal, so will the restoration of 
the Gospel be universal, en g to every nation, kindred, tongue and people, 
until Satan shall be bound and the voice of “peace on earth and to men good 
will” shall be heard from the rivers to the ends of the earth ; when “the earth 
re be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea ;” and 

when “they shall teach ne more every man his neighbor, and every man his 
brother, saying, know the Lord ; ; for all shall know Me, from the least of them 


| unto the greatest.” 


NEWS OF THE GREAT WEST, 


(Condensed from our Utah Exchanges.) 

Me W. H. Salt Lake City, has invented an sirahip which he hopes vil 
off the prize at the coming St. Louis Fair contest. 

Tu 38nd. ward of Salt Lake stake was organised, May 18th, from the Brighton ward. 
This is the seyenth ward organized from the original Brighton. 

Univesity of wen te the recent debate aud athletios over the Univer- 
sity of Nevada teams. The events were contested in Salt Lake City. : 

In a pul | interview recently, Dr. James E. Talmage states that he believes Utah 
to be free from 3 of impending disaster by earthquakes or volcanoes. 

A informal reception was given by the First Presidency at the Bee-hive House, May 

‘all réspects except its tail, which is like that of a fish. The fact that the animal will not 
eat except when its tail is in water makes it a rather troublesome luxury. 

Tum valuable Psymaster group of claims near St George, Utah, has changed hands, 
‘Williati R. Thompson, the Butte capitalist, being the purchaser. The development of 
theese and other claims to be combined with them will cause considerable activity in Dixie. 

Mus. Zora, Prasr Bunor, wife of Captain F. M. Bishop, and danghter of the late 
Apostle Orson Pratt, died at her home near Salt Lake City, May 16, of heart and lung 
2 Deceased was an estimable woman, and her funeral, held st the Farmers’ Ward 

"oes Riemann W. Youna, grandson of President Brigham Young, and whose ser- 
den . nes ‘both as soldier and judge were of such high character, has been 
| Academy. The distiriguished board has special responsibility this year on ac- 
of th thatthe auton wil probably take soni 
famous old school. 


{rom Gomnell University the Goldwin Bmith fellowship in entomology... This entitles him 
The 
Just lately the Smithsonian Institutio 


> 
1 
z 
a 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


—— 1908. 


— 


| EDITORIAL. 


Peace at Last.—The between Great Britain the necnles 
of what were once the republics of Transvaal and Orange Free State are 
| fortunately settled at last. Peace, and we trust an enduring peace, has been 

established. The action of the Boer leaders, assembled at Vereeniging in 
accepting the terms proposed by the British, was both wise and honorable. 
Friend and former foe are equally pleased that they did it unanimously. It 
would have been extremely unfortunate if after having been so united i in war 
they could not have agreed in accepting peace. 

‘Every war has its surprises either in ths eciatiuct-de' the e ef the 
strife. The Boers could hardly have expected any other outcome than the 
present, if left to themselves to struggle against a manifestly more powerful 
foe. They felt willing to take desperate chances, hoping, doubtless, for inter- 
vention by other nations in their behalf. The surprises of this conflict have 
been in the resistance made against the conquerors. When war was declared 
in October, 1899, the feeling very generally prevailed that after a short. cam 

paign the Afrikanders would sue for peace. The reverses of Colenso, Magers- 
fontein and Stormberg brought this nation to a realization of the strength of 
the foe. The best military talent was dispatched to the front, and new troops 
were raised. The condition on the Continent was not reassuring, The Powers 
were interested observers of the struggle, and the hope that Great Britain 
would be crippled if not entirely defeated was entertained by many. The tide 
in the war changed with the beginning of Lord Roberts’ operations, but it was 
not until the relief of Mafeking occurred in May, 1900, that this nation felt the 
same confidence as at first. Since then there have been reverses and victories 
on both sides. The Afrikanders with perfect knowledge of the country and 
divided usually into small mobile commands under daring leaders have done 
astonishing feats of arms, but they have been crushed we: methodical system 
of aggression carried on by a superior force. 9 

The terms of peace are generous and stateamanlike... ‘The Boers. have lost 
their nationality, or better said, they have merged it.into the greater nationality — 
of the empire. They have surrendered their independence, but it cannot be said 
that they have lost their liberty. The accepted terms require that they give 
up all munitions of war and become subjects of the British Crown: All 
burghers that have been transported, or that are outside of the two colonies at : 
present; will be brought back as soon ty. 


nor civil richts. The Dutch! angu 
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necessary. Arms may be borne by burghers after securing g license. Civil 
government will be substituted for the military rule as soon as possible, and 
measures will be taken to establish self-government. No special tax will be 
laid on the lands of the burghers to pay the war debt. Great Britain is to 
pay not only her own but all legitimate war debts of the Boers, to donate 
23,000,000 to be distributed for restocking their farms, rebuilding homes, 
the first 
If the Boers overcome the bitterness of the past, if that wonderful influence, 
loyality, creeps into their hearts, and they can manifest the same devotion to 
the empire that they have shown to their lost cause, the future is bright for 
them. Whether there was complete or no justification for the war in the 
beginning, Great Britain has in its conclusion gone more than half way to 


Evan i in matters 1 the spirit of e to have entered. 
Down in one of the Southern States recently, the clergymen tried to induce 
the legislature to make it a misdemeanor to preach without a salary. They 
wished to shut out competition and keep up the price of their article. For- 
tunately for the consumers the measure did not pass, and our Elders, having 
freely received, can continue freely to give without breaking a state law and 


becoming 


Te fine hall, thy has been tem- 
porarily vacated on account of the building’s sinking several inches at one end. 
Although not condemned by the city authorities it was considered possibly 
unsafe by President Skanchy on his recent visit to Norway, and will be re- 
paired. Meetings will be held in the meantime in another hall. The house 
in Christiania, a large three-story building, was for many years the only real 
estate owned by the Church in Europe. With its seating capacity of over 
four hundred persons it has been one of the potent means of making Chris- 
tiania the best branch in the European mission. 


WI were delighted to see among the last missionaries that arrived the ruddy 
countenance and snow-white hairs of one of the leaders and veterans of the 
Church, Christian D. Fjeldsted. It was unexpected to see President Fjeldsted 
in Europe at this time as it is less than a year since he sailed for home after 
fulfilling a special mission to Scandinavia. He explained, however, in his 

armin, dialect, that whenever the authorities called him he was ready to go 
on missions, although now over seventy-three years old. He added that he 
believed he stood the journey as well as anyone. President Fjeldsted will 
some time longer. 


non 
_gratas, and were. compelled to leave or suffer fines.and imprisonment. This 
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was due to a conference of ‘ministers, who met oy goles Mete 
question and without doubt came to no favorable conclusion regarding our 
work. It is gratifying to know, however, that wher the Elders and their work 
are known and understood as at Berlin, for example, the civil authorities look 
upon ‘them as good members of the community and have nothing against 
them. This would be the case everywhere if the pastors would cease their 
efforts to stem the advance of the Gospel, but teach what they belibve to be 
Ih favor.” 


following wretved iit 1608, 
per s.s. Commonwealth, to labor in Europe: For the British mission Margaret 
Vilate Elliott, Provo; Percy George Matthews; Evanston, Wyoming; William 
R. Telford, West Weber; Samuel Hunt, Millville’; Huch C. Watson and Thomas 
A. Condie, Salt Lake City. For the Scandinavian m . 
Fjeldsted, Logan; Andrew Jenson, Salt Lake City; Hans O. — Park 
City. For the German mission George R. H. Smith and Stephen S. Buek- 
walter, Salt Lake City ; Conrad Stutenegger, Manti. 
Joseph E. Schier Manti. 
In the same company were the ag 
mainly for genealogical work: John Gallacher, Miss Maud Gallacher, Miss 
Minnie Gallacher, Mrs, Sarah Everard, Mrs. Mary Schettler, Quince Schettler, 
Mrs. E. C. Ward, Salt Lake City; James Rennie, shinee eee 
Stone, Seth J. B. Stone, Elizabeth B. Stone, Ogden. 


following conferences: Percy George Matthews, Bristol; Margaret Vilate 
Elliott, London; William R. Telford, Manchester; Samuel Hunt, enz 
Hugh C. Watson, Grimsby; Thomas A. Condie, NewoastleQ. 

Elder Levi E. Young has been appointed president of the Swiss mission to 
fill the vacancy caused by the release of Elder David L. McDonald. 8 


per as, Commonwealth John E William W. 
Kerr, George Hic cenloc and 


| day Saints, will be held at Tune ‘are ar- | 
ranged follows: 10.30 a.m. at the Mission Cathi 


Tun Birmingham conferéiice of the of of 
Saints convened tt the Waden Rod 8 


Bir. 
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mingham, June 1, 1902, President Arthur N. Taylor presiding, There were 

present, President Francis M. Lyman of the European mission ; Elder Joseph 
Eckersley of the Liverpool office; Elders David Athay, London; Joseph H. 
Cutler, Nottingham ; Jobin N. Lunz Dawid J. Brown, Charles M. Stayner, Le 
Roy Brough, George W. Spokes, George H. Sperry, Stephen A. Newman, 
Samuel C. Howard, Albert D. Ford, Walter J. Kelly, William H. Smith, George 

was administered by Elders Brown and Ford. President Taylor welcomed all 
the Saints and friends, and said he was pleased to report the conference in a 
prosperous condition. The Elders in all the districts have many sincere 
friends who are investigating the Gospel. Twenty-six new members have 
been added to the fold since last conference. The statistical report for the 
past six months was read and the Elders assigned to their respective fields of 
labor. The general and local authorities of the Church were sustained. 
into the ministry. He advocated the preaching of the first principles of the 
Gospel. Elder Cutler followed, speaking of the unity that existed throughout 
the Church. President Lyman oceupied the remainder of the time, and re- 
ferred first to the sacrament and said it was one of the most sacred of ordin- 
ances, and should be regarded with due solemnity. So sacred was it that 
persons having enmity or ill feelings are not worthy to partake of it. If they 
do it unworthily they will be judged. He gave beautiful advice to the Saints 
eee how necessary it was for them to suffer persecution when they 

themselves from the world, because the world will love its own. © 

At the afternoon meeting beginning at 2:30, Elder Howard spoke of the 
responsibility resting on any person preaching the sacred Gospel of Christ. 
He realized that should he preach any other Gospel he would stand accursed. 
He spoke briefly on salvation. Elder Sperry proved that these are the last 
days by the fulfillment of the ancient prophecies, and bore ‘testimony 
to the restoration of the Gospel. Elder Brown referred to the people getting 
tired of the first principles; but he ‘testified that faith, repentance, baptism and 
the Holy Ghost should ‘be preached until everybody ‘obeyed Elder 
agh proyed the error that salvation comes by faith alone, showing that the 
He said the Latter- 
day Saints believed ‘in teaching and obeying the doctrine of Christ. Elder 
Newman gave a brief history of the Gospel, showing that it has been the same 
in all dispensations. Elder Roberts said he had had the privilege of beholding 
the Prophet Joseph Smith. Related some interesting incidents: connected 
beginning wt 6:20, Elder the 
‘speaker. He showed that there had been a departure from the faith since the 
Apostles fell asleep. Going into history he referred to men who in different 
ages had become dissatisfied: with the man-made religions. He ‘cited Luther, 
Calvin, Wesley and other great reformers: Testified that the Gospel had been 
meet the Savior when He 
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time. He referred to the numerous denominations and variety of beliefs ex- 
tant in Christendom. Said there was only one way acknowledged by God, 


and it matters not how sincere one may be in false doctrine, it would not bring 


salvation. In proof of this he cited the sincerity of Saul in persecuting the 
Saints. He said the Latter-day Saints were persecuted: for truth and not 
error. “If we were law-bieakers we would be handled. by the law and 
fill the prisons, but the Latter-day Saints live above the law.“ He bore a 
powerful: testimony to the restoration of the apostolic au. 
thority called all to repent. 

house, 230 Albert road, Handsworth, at which the Elders gave in their re- 
ports and received valuable counsel and instructions from President Lyman. 

On Saturday, May 31, a local Priesthood meeting was held in the Hockley 
chapel, when President Lyman,met with the local brethren, and was pleased 
with their labors and encouraged them in the good work they were performing. 


calling. 
| E. Lors of Conference. 


BRIGHAM YOUNG. 


‘Tue first day of the present importance to Latter-day 


| Saints, and in a certain sense to all men, being the hundred and first anni- 


versary of the birth of Brigham Young, Apostle, pioneer and statesman. 
Few men have been called by the Lord to such an important work as his, 
and few could have done it without an entire remodeling‘ of character. 
His life began in the days when his nation was young and just awakening to 
its greatness. His father had fought in the war for freedom, and he was born 
in the favored condition of not needing to shed blood for liberty, but with his 


nature by association and inheritance kindled with love for it. He was 
_ favored also in being poor; for poverty taught him how to bear hardship, and 


gave him an ambition to support himself. He learned useful trades, and his 


practical judgment was educated. His parents were zealous. Methodists, and 
children carefully. 

was most earnest in seeking to know of its truth. He read the Book of Mor- 
mon and took a long journey in the depth of winter to visit a branch of the 


Church and learn more. After he had been baptized, April 14th, 1632, and, 


as he says, before his clothes were dry on his back, had been ordained an 
Elder in the Church, he began tireless missionary labors to bring the truth to 
others. A few months after joining the Church, he left his home at Mendon, 
New York, and visited the Prophet Joseph at Kirtland, Ohio. e 
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6 The Prophet had never heard the gift before, and 
he said afterward that the language was that divine tongue we by our first 
| — The two great men recognized each other here. _ Brigham received a 

declared that Brigham would yet preside over the Church. 

Having friends in Canada, Brigham Voung felt Wa dat toting the glad 
tidings to them. As soon as he returned from Kirtland he set out on foot 
with his brother and traveled four hundred miles through mud and snow, 
sometimes over dangerously weak ice, to Upper Canada. Their testimony 
was accepted and they baptized forty-five souls. Brigham had been home little 
more than a month when he again journeyed on foot to Canada. His strong 
spirituality combined with wonderful energy and a well balanced, thoughtful _ 
mind made him an ideal missionary. He was the superior of the men he met, if 
not in education for his school-days were only eleven, less than two weeks 
yet in conception and power. Men seldom ridiculed Brigham Young. His 
enemies hated him to the extent of seeking his life at nnn they never 
considered him an object of laughter. 

_ Advised by the Prophet, Brigham moved to Kistlend in the latter part of 
1833, and later took part in that trying march of Zion’s Camp. He never 
complained at its issue nor against Joseph for undertaking it, but when the 
Camp was disbanded he returned to Kirtland having traveled 2,000 miles on 
foot in a little over three months. This was in the summer of 1834, and 
February 14, 1835, when the first Council of Twelve Apostles in this dis- 
pensation was formed, Brigham Young was chosen one of them. His 
choice was providential. There was work for such a man, work of a practical 
nature in the building of the temple and organization of the people, and work 
more important than this. Many leading men in the Church yielded to the 
spirit of speculation that was surging over the United States in the years 36 
and 37. Disobedience and apostasy followed and as Brigham himself says, 
“This was a crisis when earth and hell seemed leagued to overthrow the 
Prophet and Church of God. The knees of many of the strongest men in the 
Church faltered.” It was for work in defense of the Prophet and in preserving 
the integrity of the Church that Brigham Young was needed. 

It required physical as well as moral courage to do one’s duty under these 
conditions. He faced the enemies of the Prophet, who were taking counsel to 
depose Joseph, and told them. boldly that they could not destroy the appoint- 
ment of the Prophet of God, and if they persisted they would sink themselves 
to hell. One of those present writhed in his chair and muttered, “How can I 
keep my hands off that man?“ Brigham replied that he might lay them on if 
he thought it would give him any relief. As time passed the feeling became 
more intense, numbers of thé Twelve were disfellowshipped, and because 
Brigham Young declared that he knew by the testimony of the Holy Ghost 
that: Joseph was, as he had been, a true Prophet, his enemies sought his life. 
He saved himself by leaving Kirtland and joining the Saints in Missouri. 

This state was in those days the frontier of the nation, and in its population 
was a strong element of ruthless adventurers and villains. Brigham lived one 
troubled year there, and during that time he witnessed the awful sufferings of 
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fired before their eyes. Cattle and swine were shot and left to rot in the 
streets. The men were insulted, beaten and sometimes killed, Brutes wear“ 
ing the state uniform attempted to ravish the women, sometimes even in sight 
of their husbands and fathers ; and where help was not at hand che innocent 
ones suffered, in some cases The Saints were compelled: to 
fles to save themselves from extermination. Brigham: Young, separated from 
Joseph and many of the other brethren, who were in prison, did his duty as 
President of the Twelve Apostles to inspire the Saints with courage and lead 
them eastward over the frozen plains: to Illinois. Like ministering angels he 
and tho other faithful men went back time after time to rescue the poor and 
suffering. But befbre leaving Missouri for good, Brigham led those of the 
Twelve who could be gathered, back to Far Went, and early in the morning of 
April 28, 1839, held conference with them on the temple site of that city. By 
the courage of these men the revelation of the Lord through Joseph was ful - 
filled, and the enemies of the Church: put to shame, for they said they would 
named in the revelation. | 
After its flight to Illinois the.Clburch ecttled dt. the gits ud oh the 
Mia river. The swamps were full of malaria, and Brigham Young with | 
many others were stricken down. There was little time, however, to be sick. 
September 18, 1830, he rose from his bed and leaving his wife ill and a babe 
only ten days old set out in company with Heber C. Kimball, without purse 
and scrip, on a mission to Great Britain. He had to be assisted to the boat, 
being unable to walk alone. Nearly seven months after leaving Nauvoo, 
that wonderful work that resulted within two years in the conversion of 
thousands of England’s sturdiest sons and daughters. Under Brigham’s di- 
rection, he being president of the mission, the MiLLENNIAL Stak began 
publication with Parley P. Pratt as its first editor, and a shipping agency was 
established; 
Nearly two years after leaving home in ene acndition: the 
Apostles returned to Nauvoo to find it a prosperous city, where the Saints 
were gathered and were living in peace, protected by a militias of their own 
and laboring upon a temple, the corner stones of which had: been laid on that 
significant day, the sixth of April, of the same year. Brigham Young began 
with the same intensity as had characterized him during the nine-and-a-half 
years he had been in the Church to labor for its welfare. For the next three 
years he was at the Prophet's side, and though neither fully realized it, he was 
being prepared for the great work that he would soon have: to do. The Pro- 
phet conferred on him and the other Apostles all the keys that he himself 
held, and he taught them their place in the Church. Brigham was in frequent 
council, with Joseph, and was conneeted intimately with the net 
the growing community on the banks of the Missiasippi river. 
Shortly before the Prophet's death most of the ‘Apostles: were. sent out to 
the atater on missions and they were absent whan the: tariblo 
ourred. If huma pure men, 
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it seems now as though Brigham Young’s presence in Nauvoo would have ac- 
complished it. He declared afterward. that if the Twelve had been. home 
Joseph should never have been given up. On learning of the murder the 
Apostles came back to Nauvoq and) were surprised to find plotters there who 
would raise themselves up as leaders of the people. Sidney Rigdon, who for 
now among the Saints seeking to draw them to him. He wished’ to be ap- 
pointed guardian of the Church and spokesman to the dead Prophet. Sydney 
had appointed a meeting of all the Saints to consider his claims. Two.days 
before the meeting occurred Brigham and five of the other Apostles arrived, 
and the Saints were overjoyed to see, among them leaders, whom they knew to 
be faithful. 

The Saints had experiences. Vbere their. integrity 
had been proved to the deptha, but as long as the Prophet lived they felt that 
all was well with the work. Now, besides the dangers of mob violence, they 
knew not where to look for an inspired leader: On Thursday, August 8th, 
1844, one of the most critical days in the history of ‘the Church, a special 
meeting was held, according to Sydney Rigdon’s arrangement and he tried to 
win the Saints to him by a speeeh, full of vanity and bombast. In spite of 
his natural eloquence he utterly failed to make the deep impression of certainty 
in the hearts of the Saints that is necessary when they sustain any man as 
a leader on earth of the work of God. On the afternoon of the same day the 
Apostles laid forth to the Saints the law of the Gospel regarding leadership. 
President Young was the chief spokesman... As he stood speaking earnestly, 
humbly, filled with the Spirit.of the Lord, a sudden change came over him. 
The Saints saw before them the image of the martyred Prophet, and heard his 
voice. This testimony combined with the clear position set forth assured the 
mee was gone but another was in their midst. 

*. 
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the following catalogue of “curses” that rest heavily upon the present age: 


“The corset curse that weakens womanhood ; the curse of sexual i ignorance 
that gelte the e beneath the level of brutehood ; the curse . muscular 


doctors; the al and t demon Nicotine, who 
— 80 thick along every, city thoro ae its * spreading over 80 
many thousands of fertile acres, more set the cursed ‘POPPY: that 
brings the languorous sleep more awful 


It has become the fashion to look 
possible ailment, and to search for the weapons by which the microbes may 
be slain. Great and wonderful are the achievements in this field of research. 
But let it not be forgotten that. where life is made to conform to the laws of 
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